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(57) 



ABSTRACT 



An interactive data transfer system and method is provided. 
In embodiments of the invention, the data transfer system 
includes a computing device, and a data well for interfacing 
with an elongate instrument, the elongate instrument having 
a data transfer end with a data transfer tip. The data well has 
a housing with an opening for receiving the data transfer tip 
of the elongate instrument. The data well also has a com- 
munications port operatively coupled to the computing 
device to provide data to the computing device, and the data 
well has a data communication device contained in the 
housing for interfacing with the data transfer tip when the 
data transfer end of the elongate instrument is received in the 
opening The computing device is programmed to receive 
data from the data well. The received data includes data 
indicative of at least one address on a global communica- 
tions network. The computer device is also programmed, 
upon receipt of the at least one address, to launch an 
application to retrieve information related to the at least one 
address from the global communications network and trans- 
mit such information to the computing device. 

31 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets 
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Detailed Description Text - DETX (12): 

In addition to the above applications, a user or stock broker may secure the purchase or sale of stocks or other 
securities over, for example, the Internet, by performing the following actions. The user scans a code which 
corresponds to a particular stock or other security. The user also scans a code for a buy, sell or other type of 
trade. In addition, the user scans another code for the number of shares of such security to be traded. Obviously, 
a single bar code may be implemented to perform all three categories of information desired. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a sales system for the sale and 
delivery of products. In connection therewith, a sample 
shop is located at a first location. A product distribution 
station is located at a second location, at a distance from 
the first location, and which is linked to the sample shop 
via a line for the purpose of data exchange. Single speci- 
mens of products are offered in the sample shop in the 
form of visual copies with information which can be 
queried. In the sample shop, each client receives a query 
device together with a data entry device. The client 
queries the information which corresponds to the visual 
copy by means of the query device and enters the num- 
ber of items desired by him of the products which corre- 
spond to the visual copy using the data entry device. 
After receiving a collection card, the client goes to a 
product distribution station in order to collect the prod- 
ucts about which information is communicated via the 
line concerning the desired products and the number of 
items together with information which identifies the 
client which is also to be found on the collection card. 

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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Brief Summary Text - BSTX (8): 

Especially advantageously, a client receives a scanning device or a similar arrangement in a sample shop in a 
downtown area with which he goes from shelf to shelf in order to make a selection from the products which are 
offered or from pictures of these products. Once he has decided to buy an article, he scans the bar code, which 
is arranged on the sample of the article or on the picture or on the shelf in the vicinity of the article, using the 
scanning device and types the number of items desired by him onto the keyboard of the scanning device. After 
the selection has taken place, he hands the scanning device in at the cash register and pays the amount 
corresponding to his purchases which is derived from the data which are stored in the scanning device. The client 
then obtains a collection card with which, after leaving the downtown area by means of the public transportation 
system and travelling to the periphery of the city, he acquires his products in an extremely simple and practical 
manner and can then load them into his car which is parked there. The product distribution station contains 
storage halls in which the products offered in the sample shops are, for example, contained on high shelves or 
similar arrangements. The product distribution station is connected on-line to the sample shop via, for example, 
the public telephone network so that a message can go from the sample shop to the product distribution station 
concerning the products that must be made ready for the client. The staff in the product distribution station then 
removes these products from the storage area and makes them ready for collection in special distribution 
devices. These distribution devices are advantageously arranged in such a way that the client can automatically 
remove the products which are desired by him from one or more distribution apertures after inserting his 
collection card in a reading device. It is especially advantageous in that storage areas, which are located at the 
periphery, are less expensive than corresponding storage areas in the downtown area because of the lower cost 
per square meter of ground. In addition, the products can be held ready in these storage halls without expensive 
decoration schemes. 

Detailed Description Text - DETX (3): 

Original specimens of products or pictures and/or specifications of these products are offered on, for example, 
shelves 12 or similar arrangements as visual copies 14 in the sample shop 1. On entering the sample shop 1, a 
purchaser receives a scanning device 13 with a keyboard 15 and a memory. Using this scanning device 13, the 
purchaser goes to the shelf 12 in order to select the desired products after considering these products in 
accordance with the visual copies 14. When a purchaser wants to buy a particular article, he scans the bar code 
16 on the visual copy 14' in question using the scanning device 13 and enters the number of items which are 
desired to be purchased via the keyboard 15 of the scanning device 13. This information is stored in the memory 
of the scanning device 13. Once a purchaser has scanned the bar code 16 of one or more visual copies 14 using 
his scanning device 13 in this manner and has entered, in each case, the number of items desired via the 
keyboard 15, he goes to the cash register 1 1 of the sample shop 1 . Here--or already prior to this in a computer in 
the scanning device 13--the purchase costs are ascertained on the basis of the bar code information and the 
number of items entered into the computer or the data that are stored in the scanning device which were entered 
by the client are read and an invoice is compiled, or printed on the basis thereof. After paying with cash or by 
check etc., the purchaser obtains at the cash register 1 1 a collection card 4 in the form of a data carrier which is, 
for example, a bar code card or a magnetic card. At a later time, the purchaser can identify, with the help of this 
collection card 4, the products desired by him for collection at the product distribution station 3. 
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